
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Book Notices. 651 

of evaporation to other meteorological phenomena. In the second part we note 
the admirable discussion of heavy falls of rain, in their distribution over the 
country and in their relation to cyclonic control, with several maps. The emphasis 
on the cyclonic unit in the compilation of rainfall data is one of Dr. Mill's im- 
portant annual contributions to meteorology. R. DeC. W. 

Cold Waves and Frost in the United States. By E. B. Garriott, 

U. S. Department of Agriculture, Weather Bureau. Bulletin P. Washington. 

D. C. 4to. 1906. Pp. 22. Charts 328. 
A valuable collection of weather maps of selected cold waves and frost 
periods in the United States from 1888 to 1892 inclusive, together with a 
chronological account of historical cold periods. These charts are in a convenient 
form for reference and class-room use and are deserving of careful study. 
No attempt at exhaustive discussion of this large body of material is made 
in the brief chart which accompanies this Bulletin. R. DeC. W. 

Regenkarte von Deutschland. Mit erlauternden Bemerkungen. Im amt- 
-Hchen Auftrage bearbeitet von Professor Dr. G. Hellmann. Berlin, 
1905. 4to. 2 pp. and chart. 
Dr. Hellmann has for several years been making a special study of German 
rainfall, and has been issuing a series of special rainfall maps of different pro- 
vinces of Germany. The present chart, with two pages of text, relates to the 
whole country, and will be found of convenient size for use either on the desk 
or in the class-room. The name of the publisher, Reimer of Berlin, is suffi- 
cient guarantee that the chart is in every way of the highest standard. The 
data relate to the period 1893-1902, and are from 3,000 stations. About one- 
half of the stations had complete records for the ten years; in the case of the 
others, reductions to the same period were made. The chart shows the mean 
annual rainfall in twelve shades, and the base-map is purposely encumbered 
as little as possible with rivers and towns. The chart is brief and to the point; 
gives a general summary of the rainfall conditions of the country as a whole, 
with a tabulation of some of the maximum and minimum annual rainfalls 
noted in the various provinces. It would be a great help to teachers and students 
of climatology if rainfall maps as excellent and as easy to handle as the present 
one were available for more countries. R. DeC. W. 

The Climate of Alaska. By Cleveland Abbe, Jr. Professional Paper 
No. 45, U. S. Geographical Survey. 4to. Washington, D. C, 1906. Pp. 133- 
200. 

For years there has been need of some definite information concerning Alas- 
kan climate. Scraps of climate material have found their way into print; several 
times the contributions have been a good deal more than scraps, but on the whole 
there has been widespread misapprehension regarding the special and very inter- 
esting meteorological conditions of our great northwestern Territory. The inclu- 
sion of a report on The Climate of Alaska in the general report on the physio- 
graphy and geology of Alaska published by the U. S. Geological Survey was 
logical and fitting. . The task of reducing the records and putting the results in 
a form suited to general use was entrusted to Dr. Cleveland Abbe, Jr., who both 
by inheritance and training was well fitted to carry out the work satisfactorily. 
His association with Professor Hann, at Vienna some few years ago, naturally 
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and fortunately resulted in Dr. Abbe's becoming an active advocate of more ra- 
tional and more scientific methods of discussing climatological data in this 
country. 

The present report summarizes the most important results of the observations 
made subsequent to the publication of Dall and Baker's work in 1879, the ma- 
terial being collected from the manuscript records covering the period 1868 to 
the present time. Obviously, many of the observations at the Alaskan stations 
were in many cases less accurate and less systematic than is expected at sta- 
tions in more thickly-settled territories, with a more effective organization to 
oversee the work, but our author has used great care in correcting and culling 
out his data. He wisely adds: 

(p. 136) it may be stated that the means given are based upon a series of observations of such varying 
lengths from station to station that they should be used only with the greatest caution. 

Alaska is divided into eight climatic provinces which are closely coincident 
with the physical provinces. A clear, concise account of the General Climatology 
of Alaska (written in co-operation by A. H. Brooks and Dr. Abbe) is followed 
by a discussion of the climatic features by provinces, and the general tables. 
A valuable addition to the usual run of climatological tabulations is the series 
of special tables (pp. 177-188), in which the most frequently-recurring values of 
certain climatic elements are discussed for Killisnoo, Sitka, and Coal Harbor. 
A tabulation of rainfall records ends the report. 

Space fails here to give any summary of the main features of Alaskan cli- 
mate as set forth in this publication, but we may note our satisfaction at see- 
ing so much emphasis laid on the relation of the climate to vegetation and to 
man's interests generally, and at finding Hann's suggestions followed in so many 
particulars. R- DeC. W. 

Advanced Geography. By Charles F. King, xxv and 288 pp., 687 
Illustrations, Reference Tables, Index and Pronouncing Vocabulary. Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York, 1906. 

The criticism of a general and advanced text-book of Geography involves 
a consideration of the content of the science of Geography. It seems necessary 
to forewarn the reader that comparison with other books in the same .field is 
regarded as of doubtful value in ascertaining more than the relative worth of 
a new book. It is granted that King's Advanced Geography is a larger text, 
contains more illustrations, treats subjects more fully than its immediate pre- 
decessors in the field. Every one expects that present-day text-books shall be 
in advance of the older ones. It is pertinent to inquire as to the nearness of ap- 
proach to an ideal this Geography represents. 

King's insistence on the study of types is certainly commendable, and in this 
respect the book leaves little to be desired. We believe in the type method, 
because it gives opportunity for description that is full enough to arouse enthu- 
siasm in the student. The specialist, writing from the stand point of pure science, 
often wholly misjudges the point of view of the elementary student, looking 
out at the world with interest, and persisting in no effort voluntarily except 
as interest leads. It is said that the master of modern geography, Friedrich 
Ratzel, was early directed into the study of geography through the interest 
awakened by bright landscape descriptions. Even the specialist of to-day is 
forced occasionally to let his beautiful valleys and splendid mountains reflect 



